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hen Renée Zellweger
stepped onto the red
carpet for the Octo-
ber 20 Elle Women

in Hollywood gala, reporters couldn’t

place the stunner in the lace-sleeved
black Carolina Herrera dress. One

£ member ofthe press tells Us she had

to point out the Academy Award

- winner to peers gathered at the Four

Seasons hotel in L.A.: “People said,

* ‘No, that’s not Renée. Seriously?’

Even those who were inches away
weren't sure it was her.”
As photos hit the internet, fans

flooded social media with incredu-
- lous comments about the 45-year-
old’s drastically changed looks. CNN

posted a piece titled “Is That You,
Renée Zellweger?” And 7he New
York Times conducted a CSI-level

© analysis of her “new face.” Finally,
. Zellweger joined the conversation,
- releasing a statement October 22.
* “I'm glad folks think I look differ-

ent!” said the Houston native, who
has been dating musician Doyle
Brambhall II for more than two
years. “I'm living a different, happy,

= more fulfilling life, and I'm thrilled

that perhaps it shows.”
Experts, however, chalk it up
to more than cheerfulness. New

RENEE ZELLWEGER

Beautiful — but barely recognizable. Inside the
Oscar winner's decision to have plastic surgery
BY KEVIN O'LEARY
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HER LOOKS
Through the Years

Zellweger has been switching up her
appearance for almost two decades

The Texas-born actress
gains 20 pounds (and
learns a British accent)
to play the bubbly and
lovelorn leading lady in
Bridget Jones's Diary.
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adds: “T suspect she had fat removed
from her cheeks. She probably also
had Botox injected into her jaw mus-
cles to make them thinner.” (Neither
surgeon has treated Zellweger.) The
result, noted the Times, “looks like
the manicured socialite, the moder-
ately successful commercial actress,
the benign political wife.” And while
surgery is far from uncommon

— the American Society for Aes-
thetic Plastic Surgery estimates that
11 million cosmetic procedures were
performed in 2013 — the reasons

York-based cosmetic surgeon Victo-
ria Karlinsky tells Us that Zellweger
“likely had upper-lid surgery to
make her eyes look more open as
well as a very conservative type of
rhinoplasty to narrow the bridge of
~fl her nose.” Beverly Hills-based David

SINGULAR BEAUTY
After all, she had everyone at hello.
‘When Zellweger broke out with
Jerry Maguire in 1996, New York
Times movie critic Janet Maslin
heralded the arrival of a unique star
with an “open, eager, unconven-
tionally pretty face” and “fetching
ordinariness, which happens to be
quite extraordinary.” Her charm
and talent won her the coveted lead
in 2001’s Bridget Jones’s Diary and
the 2004 sequel, plus three Golden

She denies rumors of Botox al
other work to The Guardian,
saying, "My signature thing i

- not Poster Girl Renée, anyway

comedy New in Town, costarring
Harry Connick Jr., opened at a lowl,
number eight. Even more hurtful,
The Guardian’s review of that film
skewered Zellweger's appearance.
As critic Peter Bradshaw put it,
“Zellweger’s rabbity, dimply pout

— surely the strangest facial expres-
sion in Hollywood — simpers and
twitches out of the screen.” After th
blink-and-you-missed-it movie My
Own Love Song breezed by in 2010,
Zellweger took a four-year break.
“The parts started drying up,” says
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